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THE FIRST LARGE AEROPLANE
WFTH SEVERAL ENGINES RISES
SUCCESSFULLY FROM THE GROUND
DURING the second week of May, the plane was
completed except for minor details and adjust-
ments of power plant. During these days, I spent much
time in the pilot's cabin thinking over the programme,
trying to imagine the test flight and to foresee the
possible troubles. I went carefully over my past good
and bad experiences in test-flying new planes. I also
tried to make a final study and analysis of difficulties
that were predicted by others. The main points of
these were as follows:
1.  The plane was too big and heavy and would not
rise from the ground.
2.  The multiple power plant would be a source of
serious danger, because if one motor were to stop the
balance and control would be so badly disturbed that
the plane would crash.   This opinion was illustrated
by references to a well-known aeroplane disaster of the
early period which had happened when a chain broke,
cutting out one of the two propellers.
3.  Furthermore, an opinion was expressed that the
plane was too large to permit proper control in the air,
particularly during landing.
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